
example, a state should not be permitted to redefine the distinction between interstate

and intrastate traffic in a manner that would permit the assessment of federal and state

universal service obligations on greater than 100 percent of a carrier's revenues. Such

double-counting would violate the requirement that carriers contribute "on an equitable

and nondiscriminatory basis" to both federal and state universal service programs.54

Finally, GTE would also note that prompt guidance from the Commission with

respect to the issues raised by CTIA would be advisable in view of the September 1,

1997 due date for the universal service worksheet.55 Because CMRS providers have

not yet received adequate guidance concerning how to determine the jurisdictional

nature of their revenue streams, unless the due date for the worksheet is postponed,

the Commission should as a minimum be aware of this issue as it reviews those filings.

It certainly would be advisable to rule on the CTIA petition or otherwise provide the

necessary guidance prior to the next such filing deadline.

(...Continued)
request it to abandon this fundamental principle of the Telecom Act. See Petition of
Western Alliance at 2-6.
54 See 47 U.S.C. §§ 254(d) and (f).
55 Public Notice, FCC Announces Release of Universal Service Worksheet, FCC
Form 457, CC Docket Nos. 97-21 and 96-45 (released August 4,1997). The
Commission should also institute appropriate arrangements for protecting the
confidentiality of carrier data contained in the worksheets.
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XI. CONCLUSION

To establish universal service support mechanisms that will ensure the delivery

of affordable telecommunications service to all Americans in compliance with the

Telecom Act, the Commission should act on the pending petitions for reconsideration

consistent with the recommendations herein.

Respectfully submitted,

GTE SERVICE CORPORATION
and its affiliated domestic telephone
operating, wireless, and long distance
companies.

Gail olivy
1850 M Street, N.W.
Suite 1200
Washington, D.C. 20036
(202)463-5200

Richard McKenna, HQE03J36
GTE Service Corporation
P.O. Box 152092
Irving, TX 75015-2092
(214)718-6362
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